TOINETTE is PRESENTED AT COURT
on Thursday April 22nd. Louis' hunting friends were there;
Richelieu too, with the effluvia of the duchesse's tomb still
in his nostrils. Luynes says they never went to bed till five
o'clock in the morning. (Later, the due de Croy will introduce
us to one of these suppers.) Luynes continues: 'One does not
know precisely where she stays, but I think it is in the little
appartement which belonged to Madame de Mailly and which
adjoins the Petits Cabinets. She does not stay here all the
time; she comes and goes from Paris, returning [to Paris] at
night.'

Monsieur d'Etioles had been tactfully spirited away by
Uncle Tournehem for the Easter holidays. When he returned
to find the bird flown. Uncle Tournehem broke the news and
he fainted away. Then he showed such violent despair that all
weapons in the house had to be carefully hidden.

This was very opportune to Toinette's design, her deter-
mination not to be the victim of ephemeral passion. With all
the skill of the consummate actress, she played the part of the
wife terrified of her jealous husband. She appealed to the
King's gentlemanly feelings and begged for protection, for
change of name and estate. Very embarrassed, Louis told her
to come and stay at Versailles. The wretched Monsieur
d'Etioles wrote to her there imploring her to return to him.
As she wanted to show Louis how adored she was, she read
the letter aloud with jesting mimicry and, to her great dis-
comfiture, there followed a pause, during which the King,
perhaps recalling the silent weeping of those he had himself
forsaken, said drily: 'Madame, your husband is a very up-
right fellow/

This coldness was fleeting. With all her training, the ad-
vantages of intelligence and youth, and a beauty which the
fashions of the age enhanced a thousandfold, she had caught
Louis fast in the little web she had spun for so long and with
such cunning; by April zyth Luynes wrote: 'They say she is